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considering the whole of his personal history, for Mr.
Ballantyne. Next morning, being Sunday, he disap-
peared abruptly, without saying farewell; and when Scott
understood that he had signified an opinion that the read-
ing of the Church service, with a sermon from South or
Barrow, would be a poor substitute for the mystical elo-
quence of some new idol down the vale, he expressed con-
siderable disgust. They never met again in this world.
In truth, Ballantyne's health also was already much
broken; and if Scott had been entirely himself, he would
not have failed to connect that circumstance in a chari-
table way with this never strong-minded man's recent
abandonment of his own old terra firma^ both religious
and political. But this is a subject on which we have
no title to dwell. Sir Walter's misgivings about him-
self, if I read him aright, now rendered him desirous of
external support; but this novel inclination his spirit
would fain suppress and disguise even from itself.

When I again saw him on the 13th of this month, he
showed me several sheets of the new romance, and told
me how he had designed at first to have it printed by
somebody else than Ballantyne, but that, on reflection,
he had shrunk from hurting his feelings on so tender a
point. I found, however, that he had neither invited
nor received any opinion from James as to what he had
written, but that he had taken an alarm lest he should
fall into some blunder about the scenery fixed on (which
he had never seen but once when a schoolboy), and had
kept the sheets in proof until I should come back and
accompany him in a short excursion to Lanarkshire. He
was anxious in particular to see the tombs in the Church
of St. Bride, adjoining the site of his Castle Dangerous,
of which Mr. Blore had shown him drawings; and he
hoped to pick up some of the minute traditions, in which
he had always delighted, among the inhabitants of Doug-
lasdale.

We set out early on the 18th, and ascended the Tweed,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